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THE HAMMOND HOUSE
I. THE STORY OF THE HOUSE
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The Hammond House is of interest because it was the home ol early rafters and roof framing. The materials and : “'l" ; “1;'::' II‘:'“:_}*W":{‘
American patriots through almost a hundred vears and because it has members help to explain how the old house withsto
been restored and furnished to show something of the way of life of a destruction for two centuries and a hall.
typical colonial farm family in Westchester County, New York. It is The original house had a parlor, a kitchen, two ,,Il..‘u 1,.-.:,..(:1'1;
obvious from a glance at the exterior that the structure has three sections downstairs and an attic. The large fireplace in :tlu im,.”:,,,\:;r ,.:.I:h:,:,-
today but the visitor should bear in mind that only the large central up by a similar one in the kitchen and both ]HT. |”.'t;. 1I|.: e
section housed the Hammonds. The western, or left-hand, section was “,igi,',,u condition. These two lm,-pl;u;-\ lm-ﬁl: :.I: \-“”” of the dilldants
originally a iittle cottage built some distance away, almost as old as the house — truly a central h,-_-l;tnng system j:”|-“\l 1]»]” o ik T
Hammond home, and was moved up and joined to the older house and comfort associated with the term todas

j RS e iginal floorboards remain throughout
sometime alter 1835. The castern, or rig]u.ha“d_ section was pl'ﬂb-’lbl)‘ parlor still has the original sash. Original Ho

built in the 1860s and is now the home of the caretaker. The entire
structure was acquired by the Westchester County Historical Society in
1926, together with the use of about an acre of grounds, but the New
York Board of Water Supply retains title to the land.

he house except in the old kitchen where the Hooring has been replaced

Gl Bk j : S n the fron
ith boards of comparable age from another old house. Upo fr ,l

i l i ' Ing the varc
loor is the hand-forged latch, re-installed alter hnding 1t in th
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in 1926.
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\s was customary, especial attention was given to the design and
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As it stands today, the large central section, the original Hammond construction of the parlor and the family must have been proud “tl the

x : . p ; the
home, has been restored 1o its former shape and appearance. The unusual results. The entire eastern side of the room and a part ;1 the northern
. . P . . P ; ¢ ' : . snte - Hasters, cornice
continuation of the rool over the front pDr(.'h and the paving in front sidde are covered with pine paneling ornamd nted with pilasters, co s

with large stone slabs are two features that had been “improved” away
and were brought back. Upstairs dormers had to be removed. The porch

' l,__
columns are duplicates of the originals, one of which may still be seen in E Addreion, dn:/fﬂﬂlﬂ:
. ’ . . : s s o the /BECs, mow #

@ rear room inside where it had been put to an unaccustomed use in Original Hammond home b -stm grvo.

supporting a second-floor joist. It was recorded in 1894 that “the house Surle about I7/9

used to have tall pine trees and very old box borders in front.” The :: ’i‘; 8:’;;": |
grounds, as restored, represent good design ol the pre-Revolutionary Hitchen o"f
period and are briefly described on a later page. Wf o
Captain William Hammond built the house about 1719 upon land
which he leased from the Lord of Philipsburg Manor. Because he did : The old"
not own the land, no cellar was provided under the house and special Twrver . HetcAen

effort was expended in dove-tailing together the Hoor beams at their Cottage, moved |

. . % . o . ‘o Lwiérance
ntersections. This would have made it easier to move the building if w’?"ﬂ"';:; ¥ Prall e

i erhaps a L Ut S — .
the lease of the land from the Manor were termimated for any reason. iyt ik

Overhanging roof —aslone paving under t

Some of these mortised floor beams may be seen in the litle room at the v

rear of the old kitchen, The [raming with oaken wall studs and plates
may be seen in the old kitchen where a piece of the wainscoting has been .
removed for this purpose. The hand-cut laths and mud-like plaster are
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Floor plan of the vestored Hammond House as il is tockary
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and moulding () . |

filled 1in w - "l , ouldi at frani
the door have ween sppaea on T I C ol Hus panclhing must havi
been used elsewher nad taken down and brought here. for it i not
'II““ b a present Posttion and wa awed ot short 1o it the pace, But

it 1s noticeable that the design of the panels conlorm to the width ol the

old stone hreplace, suggesting that the hireplace was built 1o hit the
|-.|rit'|1||;'. It 1s also obvious that the doorwiavs have been J.ln-.'l Loy sttt
the openings in the panels. This paneling has been described as “early
American,” and may have been brought from Massachusetts where the

Hammond family hrst settled.

I'he little cottage which forms the unit at the west end of Hammon
House is a hitting companion for the larger structure. Its age is attested
by, among other evidence, the hand-split laths under the plaster, as can
be seen in the kitchen ceiling. When the little cottage was moved over
and joined with its big neighbor, a small cellar was dug, since a deed
to the land was now held by the householders. This move not only
provided a cellar which the Hammonds neve had, and more room on
the ground Hoor and in the attic, but it is likely that greatly improved

kitchen facilities were an important item,

Captain William Hammond designed his kitchen fireplace in the
style of many old kitchens on Cape Cod. There was no swinging crane
upon which to hang pots and kettles. Instead these were hung from an
iron bar with its ends embedded in the masonry across the throat of the
lue. The baking oven was built inside the fireplace at the left. To use
the oven, one had to reach across the top ol the hire, and heaven help the

clumsy maid who dropped a pan of bread or cake into the coals.

In contrast, the kitchen fireplace in the little cottage at the west end
has a swinging crane built in, a large baking oven at the side and a
smaller warming oven above. No wonder that this became the kitchen
lor the enlarged house and that the former Hammond kitchen was used
for other purposes, perhaps as a dining room for the farm hands who had
access to it through a back door,

When the Westchester County Historical Society undertook the pres-
crvation ol the old farmhouse in 1926, an architect was retained and 4 staft
ol antiquarians, historians and recorders was set up. Every step in the work
ol restoration was preceded by thorough study of all related evidence
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Il. THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED HERI

I he Hammond (Hammen or Hemmmon) family is of English stock
and ol greal ARRRTHTTRLR Records exast in England which relate 1o persons
of that name as lar back as the hleenth century, Those who emigrated

to America seem o have been th-.;lnll_lnl-\ ol I homas Hammond ol

Lavenham, Sullolk, who was born in 1587, and ol a probable relative

named Wilhham Hammond ol London

With other hardy pioneers some ol the Hammonds reached the
Massachusetts Colony and settled about the year 1636 at Newton, whence
one ol the family made his way to Ehot, Maimne. Somewhat later we hind
their descendants at New Bedlord and it s probably o this branch ol
the family, perhaps to some sea-faring member, that William Hammond
of Tarrvtown owed his parentage. He was born in Bermuda but by some
combination of circumstances made his way to New York. It is recorded
that he was a shipwright. He married, first, Mary Walgralt, but she died,
leaving an infant son, John. His second marriage, November 1, 1714,
to Esther, daughter of David and Esther Storm, is entered in the records

ol the Old Dutch Church at Tarrviown.

he parlor, with early Amenican paneling and onginal flooring

THE HAMMOND HOIL S}

He became a tenant ol Philipsburg Manos kin cased farm
lands, and was an active member of the community and an Elder of the
Old Dutch Church. In the tax list of 1732 he was assessed /18 He was
appoimted to the othee of Fence Viewer in 1742 and wie \plain *.rl
\I:fr_ti.n in the upper part of the Manor in 1755, From his will probated
i 1762, we learn of the “tmprovements” he had made on his leased farm

doubtless including the dwelling which his son James inherited and

which is the \Hllfn[ ol this booklet

Captain Hammond's son John by his first wile grew up and married
Catrima Van Tassel. He became the tenant of a tract ol land on the west
side of the Sawmill River., separated from his father's farm by the lands
ol [u-»t'inh Paulding, father ol John Paulding, leader of the three captors
ol Major John Andre in 1780,

: By his second marriage Captam  Williamm Hammond  had cight
children:

David, born 1716; enlisted in colonial militia 1759 and dhied in service

that year.,

Susanna, born 1718.

Isaac, baprized Nov. 1, 1720,

\J '} walb J . 1 711
The pavior, with home spun window curtains, carly Windsor ¢hairs ared bhox
wall It ] ' '
on watt at teft Jor precious spare candles. Hoaod clock on wall, extreme right
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Marv, |\.i|l||,r|f April 23, 1729

Abraham, baptzed April 10, 1725; referred to i his father’s will

as not having has "naturall Sences

James, born in 1727; inherited the property and hecame conspicuons

by his services 1 the Revolution
Jacob, baptized June 20, 1730

Willhiam, of whom no record exists except the relerence to hun i

'Ii\ |.I|||(-"\ will as I""l'l"'“"“'ll’t‘li.

James Hammond, the lourth son, came imto possession of the old
dwelling built by his tather when the latter died in 1762, He had married,
im 1755, Nancy Ann Wildey, born an "Manark” (Mamaroneck) in 1759,
who was thus only sixteen years old at the time ol her wedding. She was

a l].nl;,'hltr ol Thomas and Sarah {(.“'””” Wildev.

James Hammond was commissioned Licutenant Colonel of the First
Regiment of Westchester Militia October 14, 1775, under Colonel Joseph
Drake. When Colonel Drake resigned in August, 1776, seven weeks before
the Battle of White Plains, Hammond was given command and promoted.
He continued to command the Regiment, except during the time he was
held captive by the enemy, until the end of the war. The Regiment
comprised four to six companies, varving greatly in strength because of
losses in the hield and by capture. At morning parade on July 17, 1776,
10 men were mustered. A return for June 22, 1778, shows [our companies
with a total ol 180 officers and men. Written across the bottom ol the
return in an unknown hand is the note: “N.B. 9 others sworn allegiance
to King George, and 8 who live below the lines. Not a bad showing for
the Manor after three years of war.,” On the wall of the entrance hall ol
the Hammond House today is a photostatic copy ol a letter written by
Colonel Hammond October 22, 1779, to Governor George Clinton,
explaiming why he could not send forty men for detached service as the
Governor had ordered. “Which is out of my power to do,” explains the
Colonel, “as there is a number of men belonging to my Regt. prisoners
i New York.” A commander of militia in the Revolution had manpower
problems in addition to fighting the enemy.

In July, 1776, two Britsh Irigates, the Puenix and the Rose, with
three tenders, came up the Hudson River and anchored oft Tarrytown.
In dashing about the countryside to alert others and to assemble his
regiment for possible action, Hammond, still second in command, found
that his absence from the waterfront was misinterpreted.  Apparently

By ) 3 o

IHE HAMMONID HOU 5T

there were individuals re wly to criticize and condemn .“I RS P o
cized for some ol his decisions in relation Lo the purchase ol salt pork
for his men which, with bread, was «a |u1r||-|]||| Pt ol the ranon In
|(\II-I|I\1 Loy his l|I1II.1I1||_ a o court 0l |l|l|1|||\ Wil ..|.'||.r|| and witnesses

mixture ol the serious

'he record of the hearing 1s a €urious

were heard
.!Illl |n|||- s¢em Lo 1t 1|'}|||nn|.u.|

and the amusing, 1 which }LlTIIIIlI-'III

n nearly equal proportions I 'he othcial record says It appears to this
m nei -

Committee that the charges exhibited agaimmst Colonel Hammond, both
o ' [ | 54

in regard to the athar ol the Pork and neglect ol duty
” therefore the said Colonel ought 1o be

as an othcer are

entirelv groundless and that

: wese accounts and returned to his
.ntlmlll.! (rom all lurther trouble on il

: 'l L [ a committee that Colonel
regiment immediately (Indorsed:) Report o

" g (. el, Conhrmed.”
Hammaond is an honest man & a fighting Colon

| he ( olonel was a luent writel and nevar lll'wll.liitl to address letters
i ‘ W i

] tlv to the highest anthorites, hese included General Washington,
crned 44 '

Governor George Clinton, and the President ol the Provincial Congress.

ApPare ntly had not yet been invented
Revolution raided the other at times, across 1

In late .‘it-||||'m'ln'1. 1778,

Military channels
Fach side in the
Neutral Ground ol central Westchester County

victneinge crane anel wtensils, bake oven and,
LIng

wood plates, burl bowl and Betty lamp on

!.#fr weal kitchen, vhowing ,'rri‘]'ll'ln‘rl .
warming oven; tavern lable, !
I rachet at extreme right.

.:;r.a,'r .
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Britsh rasdes ! : mond home and hastened 1o report it to the British authorities whose
BORED . s, - I lines at that tme extended across the middle of Yonkers. Early the nexi
lorce | here wa e T t hat ’ Tl d | ] morming Colonel Hammond and his wife were awakened I lond ram
episode iy 1¢ ported | L ERE. DFIUSE BIGE ML & i¢Y trom Mijor Cent bling, shouting, banging upon thewr door, and calls 10 open up. When
l'””' b Grait o 3 sem s set it sl X " I the dom Wils LIFn11:|| they were conltronted by Brinsh solthers and two
on the wall in the old Hammond kitcher ¥ gondbinbat g ’ raid held guns in Position opposilt the ront ol the house, ready to blow the
by the Britsh was made in Februoan I ). 2 i 1 ot i hal

place apart. The British were disappointed in not hinding Washington

mile east of the Hammond Houu but they ook the Colonel awav as a prisoner. He was held

1OF 4 venl

In May, 1/80, ( aolonel Hammond was taken PPrISOne) by the Wrinsh and a hall
Int t. Wha riol
' tary evidence ol thas and no one doubits :
I'here is documenta r | : | Lhere s a letter extant written by Colonel Hammond from  the N
) | remartns unsupported by any dect evidend 15 th : ‘ ,
P — MONERYES SUR. S Pl | Britsh prison on lnll-‘: |\|.|IH| Decemben 18. 1780 1o Governor Clinston
‘ ture and the relation ol the event to the movements o
I manner ol his cap | 4 asking that ettorts be made 1o arrange the exchange ol oW -DIrisOone
Jiineton, Here 1is the story as it has been transmptied dowi
General Washingito Licutenant Jacob Van Tassel, whose house had been burned, his wile 5
\ Geeneral Washimmgton came  one Hltermoon o conler vith u |
g yos ‘ | i and LIHI[IIl_H reduced, o my L'lluuh\!-‘;; Lo e QLA 21! himsell i ros
{ |I_|||n||n|u| at the latter s honw Mpapraan ey n|'r'r'|||'_ Oon NI wa
Colon | Il | state of health ton i ]‘|11-_: Lime. I'his was the saime Lieutenant Van
i ||I|Il"| }-IIKJIIL\.\. l!n LW n||1r|'|\ ].IILllI [ \}Hl! |r|r1 '\\ 1.|||!|_-=|||| # e 1
I'assel whose activities with his QOOsSE-gun 1N annoving the Briush sha
departed. The County was perin ated with Tory sympathizers. A woman
i had Wast ] i ping lfrom his farm home overlooking the Hudson is described so enter
\ 1 vLon enter Lhe 11 .
th tendencies m that ducenon had seen ashing o : 5
w3 tatningly by Washington lrving in A\ Chronicle of Waollert's Roost
Favern table, muade in 1760, rush Gotlam ha trestle tabl il right will I
/ / 1 vouid 1 Y ak letd
wooden bowl ||'Hr|ll!Hr.'v‘Hl-ri'f'| fitnen Jf!J. 'JIfJ‘.ltl,’I;Ir-.l.I.H s 1! ul I3
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\ 0 H el o
) | LS in AY | 1 he
rNasu 1 ne \ MIVRARA SN IOMICT S o« Fortein vered 24, wores. inclad
g i W' S 1 | 1780 he was chosen a Trustee of the
Old Dutch Churcl He died July X IR0, 88 vears old, and was buried
0 1) ( hvard at Tarrviows LU'pon his tombstone 1s
™ AR
I 15 5 5
N, ) |
FChe prisoner 1s g
F'he Warrior 1s dead

His wile died tour vears later and was buned beside ham. T hewr chaldren

il born in the old homestead, were
Lovina, marmied Soloman Hawes
Sarah, baptized 1757; married Lieut. William Vail
William, born 1766: married Esther Miller.
Elizabeth, born 1773; marmed Isaac Doty.
Ann, born 1774, mamied John Davids
Nancy, married Abraham Brown

-

Joseph, born 1783; married Jenny Brewer

Upon the death ol Colonel Hammond, the farm was divided between
his two sons, William and Joseph, Joseph receiving the western portion
upon which the old home stood. Here Joseph continued to reside, with

his wile and five children, until his death in 1829,

William, elder son of Colonel James Hammond, married Esther
Miller April 22, 1788, When he received the eastern portion ol the old
homestead farm in accordance with his father’s will, he built a home
upon it and he and his wile lived there until their deaths, four months
apart, in 1831 and 1832, They left no children. They are buried in the

churchvard of the Dutch Reformed Church at Elmsford.

William Hammond followed his father's example and was an otheer
in the War of 1812, He was alterward ;.p,u.mml Brigadier General in
command of New York State Militia, The three successive generations
of Hammonds in the malitary service thus were:

L 1D] =~
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would be called dessert or salad plates today were recently presented by
descendants ol David Hammond, eldest son of Captain William Ham.
mond. Here is a Revolutionary wooden canteen with the Colonel’s
initials carved in the side - JAH. A silver-plated spoon found on the
premises bearing the initials “J.H.”" may have been what one naturally
thinks. And that is all that remains today having a direct connection
with the Hammond household or family.

So it was decided in 1927 10 furnish the main rooms of the restored
Hammond House with furniture and equipment of kinds that were
known to have been used in the time of the Revolution, say 1750.1800,
from any source, and this has been done. Many of the items, especially
the more valuable ones, were given by friends and well wishers; others,
particularly the more common kinds, were purchased by the Society.
Today the parlor, the bedroom and the cottage kitchen at the west end
have all been furnished. 1t is believed that if Colonel Hammond and his
wife Ann could return today to the old house, they would recognize the
place and readily adapt themselves in their accustomed way of life.

The window curtains throughout the house are of appropriate
material, all hand-woven; those in the old kitchen are of linsey-woolsey,
hand-woven at Sturbridge Village, Massachusetts. All are hand-hemmed.
The chairs are sometimes moved about to accommodate large groups of
visitors, but other furniture usually remains where described and pic-
tured herein. ' Sl

The Parlor :

As in all old houses, the fireplace dominates this room. The liwle

flax spinning wheel would be operated at times through the day

ing spices and herbs. The three Windsor chairs in this room re

perhaps for a while in the evening by the light of the fire. Among :

distinetly American type originating in Philade
spare candles. The old clock upon the west wall is
and has chimes. 1t is called a hood clock 1

1A T
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be woen in the top sarlace. Upon the Ny
b g s “_M.mi e table is a el bowl in excellent

Agatnst the wall is o small trestl
il e table wyw . '
nymdm pan’ or platier which could be ;m:lnf:: h reposes n large
kitchen, I conld even be used fon carving 'h. several PUrposes in g
lamp hangs upon i adjustable ratchet at m':*‘ em “: wjerensid i
”ﬂfe wrensils and wals beside the tweplace are of ah il R
require lttle description. The swinging crane, the h:::" purpose and
; oven and the

warming closet should be noted. In the corner
the Toom are numerons pieces ol th:g:n ¢ Closet at the far emd ol

standd two large glass bottles, hand blow lm‘ o e e o
mahogany linen press of Heppelwhite dul}‘gn, d.m‘m;m:‘:m 'l;.ﬂ.l

and materials arranged for display in the o Lt St
m«d. One that is especially appropriate paxcs
with tools, Tasts and patterns. Many colonial
::"lhe lumiz‘: man or 4 growing son

ns on wear. The historian |, Thomas 8¢
dithoult work was ltw:hd: ﬂw{.‘ calves
we, the skins were tanned an il |
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| My esses ol the colomal ind Revolutional | | HSTHIR Agaimse

the rear wall

Inn the elass case againsi the cast wall e R RLE Y ) LEETTS ‘\‘Illl](l.
on thi property when the Histoncal Society ool [POSSOSSION 1y
]i}'_'“ \[|j|l|]'_ I|I|H| AI'C s \l'l.}i -\I-HHII- 1I|-I Il-':l‘.f ilnf H 'lll.lli
bewter cup. Here also are several items associated with William
H. Hammond, a descendant ol David, eldest son ol Laptam

William Hammond, He married Mary Ann Rossell and her name
ppears in the exhibit. The mother ol William H. Hammond

was Sallv Worden, closely related to Rear Admaral John | Orimes

Worden who, as a Lacutenant, commanded the Monmtor in the

Lamous barttle with the MpErriyvMAC in 186Y

The Attt

\L‘”\ Llems, some oo |_|||_:|' lin |\]ll|lll |1||'.\I'|\[.I|I\, 1I|I'|l'|\ |llllll|,|||\

Lept in a shed or barn, and some not ol eighteenth-century origin, are

n the attie. No |1\||HL_" can be .1|l<'||1]|h'1f here but it is desired 1o t'|l||J|LI~|n'

that these are in the attic only because that is a convenient place o dis

fr.-":,.',’-. J.rr vl i ,'!Jfl.- Mmoo ront, .J'H’lr \f'fl-l’" r.i.lrr f" nee al J:_L:fl.rf r.f”uF r'_f" \f““h,ﬂ
and bench seat at left.

WEST I'Y. NEW YORK
play them. It s it they would have been placed
there when the hotise | orthy items include the should
er yoke lor carryn A Cor milk, @4 two-aman cross-cut saw,
saddler’s bench o L hich 15 a commonly used ||'”f,i,“|,“|
wherever Hax was raised and spun, cradles, spinning wheels, and a bahy

CAarriage

T he Grounds

I'he gardens in front of the house were hrst laid out and 'l"\"'l"l’”l
in 1929 by the Nimth District, Federated Garden Clubs of New York
State, whose interest i this project was suspended only during World
War 11 when restrictions on gasoline made volunteer work impossible.
It was resumed alter the War and has continued to date. In the first
'-""i"""'“-“”\ for the Hower beds many arrowheads and other artifacts
were dug up. Individual garden clubs ol the Federation have taken
rurns in the work and responsibility. Hammond House is & much more
attractive place today and is Tar more representative ol the eighteenth
century because ol the work done by these garden clubs under Ninth

District auspices.

I'he aromatic herb garden was planned and planted in 1940, designed
1o represent a colonial herb garden such as the Hammonds might have
had. The various herbs are marked. The roses were given by several
donors, cach in memory of some loved one whose name is permanently

'I'lt]l(ll"li.

In 1927 the Hagpole was given in memory ol Colonel James Ham-
mond and ol his direct descendant, Edgar B. Lowerre, who was killed in
action before the Hindenburg Line in World War I and who was post.

humously awarded the Conspicuous Service Cross lor bravery in action.

I'he sundial bears a date — 1717 — so 1t 1s ;l];l}lulll'iil!t‘l\ placed in the

varden of an eighteenth-century home.

When the well was discovered it was decided o provide a housing
for it in colonial stvle. This is located in the southeastern corner ol

the grounds.

I'he splitrail fence along the road in front of the house is of a type
commonly found in Westchester County and elsewhere in the early part
of the eighteenth century while timber was still available. Pioneers mov-
ing westward carried the design with them and rail lences marked prop-

[21]
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The bedroom with roped four-poster and eighteenth-century bedspread of
Frapunto work. Candle stand under window.
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crty boundaries across the young nation until timber became scarce and
valuable lor other purposes. This rail fence was given and erected by
the Ninth District, Federated Garden Clubs of New York State. :

Textile Production in a Colonial Farm Home

As an example ol the wealth of material assembled in the Hammond
House which could be used in connection with studies of various aspects
of colonial life, the means of making fabrics at home may be considered.
In the eighteenth century this part ol the new country was an important
producer of Hax, and the Hammonds must have included it among their
crops The hner fibers were used for domestic linens and the coarser for
articles of outer clothing. Flax seed was shipped to the Old World,
cspecially to Ireland. A bushel of flax seed sown in the Spring would
produce eleven bushels at harvest, in addition to the fibers for spinning.
Flax seed sold for about ten shillings per bushel in 1774.

The preliminary preparation of Hax could be followed among the
exhibits in the Hammond House — retting, breaking and combing. There
are spinning wheels for flax yarn and a winder for putting it into meas-
ured skeins, There are also wheels for spinning cotton and wool. Here
is a basket of yarns after coloring with homemade dyes — walnut for
hrown, golden rod for vellow, and cochineal for red. The finished pro-
duct of the home loom is represented in the window curtains throughout
the house and in many of the items of clothing displayed in the rear
rOOIMS.
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